
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Ready,  Steady…GO
 

From District Governor Frank 

O’DonoghueN 

 

 
 

 

Summer in Dublin 

Our Lions International Constitution 

requires District Governors to convene 

a Cabinet Meeting within four weeks 

of being formally appointed, and so I 

had the pleasure of presiding at a well-

attended meeting of District 133 

Cabinet on a warm and sunny day in 

Dublin. 

Happily we got through a busy agenda 

with alacrity and some of our decisions 

have already been recorded in  

Newsletter 45. 

 

Guide Dogs    

We formally presented a cheque to 

Irish Guide Dogs, representing the 

balance of the €130,000 which was 

raised for its breeding programme, in 

our Centenary Project. My thanks to 

the 90 clubs which contributed and to 

Lion Pat McCoole for his inspirational 

leadership of the project. 

 

Las Vegas 

The International Convention and the 

associated DG training was a ‘never to 

be forgotten’ event for both Elaine and 

myself. Spending time at with Lions 

from so many parts of the world was 

motivating and educational. 
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District Ireland Report   

This report introduced by Gerald 

Langford, had been circulated in 

advance of the meeting. It addressed 

the issue of managing the archives and 

it was agreed that key documents 

should be scanned, classified  and 

digitally stored. It was also agreed that 

memorabilia associated with Bert 

Mason should be offered on loan to 

MD105 for display in MDHQ. 

The Committee also considered the 

issue of late payment of dues by clubs 

and made recommendations on 

providing early notice to clubs which 

are overdue and to list the overdue 

clubs in the Newsletter. 

 

Japan 

It was agreed to support the LCIF 

Appeal for Emergency Support to 

assist the Lions in Japan in responding 

to the consequences of the recent 

exceptional rains.. LCIF Officer 

Terence Mangan proposed that, 

although Japan is a developed 

country with significant resources, 

the Lions of Ireland should support 

this appeal to show support for the 

Lions of Japan at this time of crisis. 

The scale of the crisis was confirmed 

by Kit O’Sullivan, based on the phone 

calls from her daughter who is in 

Japan. Terence also reported that both 

Ennis and Dublin Lions Club had 

committed €500 each to this appeal. 

Cabinet decided that up to €10,000 

from the Emergence Fund will be made 

available to support the LCIF Appeal 

and Terence was authorised to write to 

clubs for support. Lions in Ireland have 

a wonderful record in responding to 

disaster appeals.  

 

Late Returns 

At the time of writing, 23 Clubs have 

yet to return details of their officers for 

2018/9. Each year clubs are requested 

to make these returns by the end of 

April. I appeal to the Secretaries of the 

23 Clubs to submit this return and their 

membership report by this weekend.  

I wish all Lions and their families a 

great weekend. 

 

 

 

Summer Break 

 

Newsletter 47 will be published as 

usual next week. We are then joining 

Lions Clubs throughout the District on 

a Summer Break. Weekly publication 

will resume on Monday 3rd September. 

Please submit material for this issue as 

far in advance as possible to 

fcorr100@gmail.com 
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Meet VDG Bernard Black 

 
 

 
 

 

Bernard Black , our new First Vice District 

Governor is married to Kate and has four 

adult daughters and two grandchildren . He 

lives in the picturesque village of Carnlough 

in the Glens of Antrim, an Area of 

Outstanding Beauty and listed World 

Heritage Site. He joined Antrim Coast Lions 

Club in 1983 and continues to be very active 

in the club, especially as chair of the annual 

charity carnival and has served as President 

twice, 25 years apart. Over the last few years 

he has been Global Leadership Coordinator 

for the old District 105I and was previously 

both zone chair and regional chair. 

Following an ecology degree and a 

postgraduate teaching diploma, Bernard 

began his teaching career in 1978 before 

becoming Head of Science in a Ballymena 

secondary school in 1982, where he was also 

involved in sports coaching and ran the 

annual school sponsored walk. In 1992, 

following an MSc. in Microelectronics, he 

became an IT advisory teacher for the then 

Education and Library Board, responsible 

for the introduction of computing into 

schools, especially in science teaching. This 

was followed in 1996 by appointment to 

consultant in Western Connect, a specialist 

Telecommunications company, which was 

tasked with the introduction of ISDN, a set 

of communication standards for the digital 

delivery of voice, video, data and other 

network services over the public switched 

telephone network. This was the precursor to 

modern Broadband and during his two years 

there Bernard managed two trans-European 

projects involving 12 countries. 

In 1998 he joined the National Lotteries 

Charity Board which was set up to distribute 

to the voluntary and community sector some 

of the funds raised following the 

introduction of the National Lottery in 1994. 

He stayed with them through all its activities 



as the Community Fund (its operating name) 

and was Northern Ireland manager of its 

merger with New Opportunities Fund to 

form Big Lottery Fund in 2006. During his 

nine years in Lottery he held seven posts 

from grants officer to operations manager to 

Interim Director for NI. 

For three years he ran ‘Awards for All’, a 

cross-distributor grants scheme with a single 

application and assessment process, funded 

by Arts, Sports, Heritage and Community 

Lotteries, which was deemed best grant 

scheme in the UK by Lottery Monitor 

magazine in 2002. The National Lottery Act 

of 2006 brought community spending under 

government control, so Bernard left to join 

John Moores Foundation, a Liverpool based 

private family Trust fund, making grants to 

small community groups in Merseyside and 

Northern Ireland. 

He works for his Trustees three days per 

week and to date has managed the awarding 

of over £2m. to local groups in NI. Since the 

changes in legislation to allow electronic 

management of postal voting and (in 

Scotland) vote counting, Bernard has 

provided specialist election project 

management and consultancy to 23 councils 

from Bristol to Edinburgh across 30 local, 

general and legislative assembly elections, 

and two referenda. He worked original for 

Derry-based Opt2Vote and now for Idox 

election services, which bought over 

Opt2Vote in 2013. Reading, computing and 

badly playing the guitar are the hobbies he 

admits to, but everyone knows Bernard also 

enjoys a glass of good red wine. His 

favourite Lions activities are the open-air 

dance, BBQ and fireworks at the last night of 

the annual carnival and the Christmas carol 

singing around the local pubs and nursing 

homes. 

 

 Westport Convention on SKY 

 

Westport Lions club this year hosted 

the National Convention of Lions 

Clubs of Ireland District 133. A crew 

from IMayo TV chatted to Lions from  

Ireland and some of our international 

guests. The show was screened on Sky 

channel 192 this week and repeated on 

Saturday night (July21) at 8pm.  

iMayo TV is available on Sky 192 or 

Freesat 161 (Showcase TV) or readers 

can view episodes imayotv.com 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LionsClubsIreland/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/LionsClubsIreland/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/iMayoTV/?fref=mentions


 
Charles Honoured 

 

 
 

 

Charles Corcoran was presented with an 

International Award at the Handover Dinner 

to mark his outstanding work for Lions 

Clubs in Ireland over many  years. 

 

  

Newcastlewest Handover 

 

 
 

 

 

After serving as President for two great 

years, Lion John Mc Donagh handed 

over his chain of office to new 

President Dan O'Reilly at the June 

meeting of Newcastlewest Lions Club. 

 
  

Screening at Bannow 

 

 
 

Wexford Lions were out in force at the 

69th Annual Bannow & Rathangan 

Agricultural Show in Killag, south 

County Wexford.   

The club offered free Diabetes 

Screening, thanks largely to the support 

of HSE Nurses from the Diabetes Unit 

at Wexford General Hospital.  Further 

assistance was provided by retired 

nurses.   A special word of thanks goes 

to Nurse Phil Flood, wife of Past 

President Seamus, and to Lion Johnny 

Furlong, for organising nursing 

support. 



Club members were assisted by the 

greater Lion family of Wexford Club. 

A total of 328 people were tested with 

six of those were referred to their GP. 

The sun shone, the smiles were 

genuine and, as ever, great fun and 

camaraderie was enjoyed by members 

and friends alike. 

Pictured are Past President Dan 

Redmond, Volunteer Jacinta Roche 

(wife of Past President Willie Roche) 

and the nursing team. 

 

 

 Lord Mayor at Handover 

 

 
 

Lion Aisling Barry handed over the 

chain of office to Cork Lions Club new 

President,  Lion Pat Desmond In Cork 

City Hall.  

 

The  Lord Mayor of Cork, Cllr Mick 

Finn was present and spoke of the 

work of the Club. Before leaving 

office, President Aisling inducted a 

new member, John Walsh who was 

sponsored by Lion Tim Donovan. 

Aisling also presented the Club ‘Lion 

of the Year’ to Lion Paschal Horgan 

who works tirelessly every year in all 

club activities but especially the Lee 

Swim, Sandycove Swim and the Rebel 

plunge which have become major fund 

raisers in the club.  

 

 
 
 

Several cheques were presented to 

causes in the Cork area. President Pat 

supported by fellow members and 

family talked of his honour to be asked 

to be president and is looking forward 

to his year in office. Now PDG Teresa 



Dineen also received a presentation in 

recognition of her year as DG.  

Pictures by Billy MacGill . 

 

 

Fellowship for Pat 

 

 
 

 

 

Pat Ryan was presented with a Melvin 

Jones Fellowship in recognition of his 

outstanding service to Monasterevin 

Lions Club. The presentation was made 

by Zone Chairman Kit O’Sullivan and 

outgoing chairman Sean Connolly 

 

 
 

 

Incoming President Ann Dooly and 

Club members pictured at the 

Monasterevin Lions handover. 
 

 

 


